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‘ “I think this is the first work-
. |able idea for push-button shop-
Iping,” he savs. “There aren’t
any bugs in it. When you go to
- |the super-market, vou're given
. la key, say, number 25. Walk
|along the aisles and pick out
what groceries you want. Soup.
Stick the key into the hole under
the kind of soup you want and
the can pops out. Put it in vour
cart and wheel along,

“When you put the key into
|the hole, the price is auto-
matically registered on an add-
: |ing machine at the front of the
{store. By the time your shopping
is done, the machine has totalled
i'up what you owe. You come to
: |the cashier, turn in your key,
pay your bill and leave. This
|saves time on the customer's
? part and will reduce food costs,
too, for it lowers distribution
|costs and eliminates pilferage.”
i Considering push-button shop-
|ping, his mind soars on. He
|envisions areas in which charge
|customers are given a perma-
nent key which will open the
|door of the store any hour of
; \night if they are in need of a
\load of bread or something. The
‘icustomer lets himself in, goes to

< |the bread counter, sticks in his
In a test pool on the laboratory grounds the Massa [key, out pops the loaf, the price
brothers simulate underwater conditions. Here they test {is registered with the number

their equipment inLIS feet of water. |of his key automatically on the

his most valuable aide in his‘,jgvented to put under pillows and 2dding machine. He goes home.
business. She still acts as a highly|give private radio reception| What happens, though, if the
confidential secretary for him, brought him nearly $100,000 from customer loses his key? Well,
despite raising a family of five{two years’ royalties, emough to|Dbugs can be ironed out when
children, for two-thirds of the help him get his company rolling|they turn up! : .
work at Massa Laboratories isiat the start. He also invented _With Frarfk in hisﬂbusmess is
'a pick-up arm for phonographs.  his younger brother, lurn§st, a_I‘so
| One of his dreams was stamped 2 graduate of MIT. Before the
\with a patent just this week. If War. Ernest worked with Dl'_: V.
Holds 50 Patents lit ever gets going—and Frank XK. Zworykin at RCA in develop-
{Massa is confident that it will— ing the iconoscope, the TV pick-

T A RO po¥ i“-"it will revolutionize shopping for WP tube. Then he went to war.

ventor has dome all right. He. AR '« He joined his brother as wvice

holds .50 patents on discoveries,|®" > NSt/ e Jand- T president of Massa Laboratories
s a press-button type of shopping | €

many of them outside the field Foany atark 1o feeek in 1951,

of ultrasonics. A litile gadget he'™ ] I
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